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Live-in art

Charleston's custom
home scene sees
stabilization
post-pandemic

BY RACHAEL LOLAR
Special to The Post and Courier

e all remember when we first drew a house as

a child. That simple combination of a couple

of squares and a triangle was the very first
step toward envisioning our dream houses. Maybe, as

e got older, those pictures became more detailed and
intricate. Did your dream house have a big backyard?

as there a firepole leading from the top floor to the
bottom floor? Maybe there was a curly slide? Or per-
haps a room full of trampolines? I know my own dream
home featured a horse stable.

The concept of custom home building is popular in
the Charleston area. If you were to Google “custom
home builders in Charleston,” you’d be met with many
highly qualified and professional companies, many of

hich have been designing and building for over a de-
cade.

With more residents flocking to Charleston each year
and persistent low inventory issues, some buyers are
opting to purchase a plot of land on which to build the
home of their dreams. Who doesn’t want the opportu-
nity to tailor a home perfectly to their needs and wants?

Semi-Custom vs. Custom

Before traversing further into Charleston’s custom
home territory, it’s essential to distinguish the differ-
ence between the different types of construction in the
area. Charleston isn’t a stranger to new builds, as neigh-
borhoods and master-planned communities have devel-
oped rapidly over the past few years. However, in most
of these master-planned communities and neighbor-
hoods, buyers have limited customization options. They
can typically choose from a few set floorplans, build-
ing materials, and home features. These semi-custom
homes still have plenty of opportunities for homeown-
ers to make design choices based on personal preference
and need while also giving their home a unique touch,
but there are limitations.

Fully customizable homes are just that; they allow to-
tal creative input from the homeowner. Typically, these
homes are designed, planned for, and constructed by a
custom home builder. Homeowners can tailor every-
thing from house features to building materials and en-
sure that their home is one of a kind and has everything
they need right where they want it.

The usual demographic for a custom-built home can
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COURTESY OF DELPINO CUSTOM HOMES

214 Fells Point has many unique features including a built-in bunk, rock climbing wall and a rope swing!
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COURTESY OF DELPINO CUSTOM HOMES

214 Fells Point features a stunning custom trellis in
the kitchen.

vary, but typically, these are homeowners looking for a
permanent place to put down roots and don’t plan on
moving anytime soon. After all, who wants to build
their dream home for someone else? Very rarely, if ever,
will you see a first-time buyer or frequent mover put the
time and investment into a fully custom house. Most
people who build are here to stay for a while.

A unique market

The average price range for a custom home for the
folks at Delpino Custom Homes is between $1.5 million
and $2.5 million, while Jackson Built Homes typically
see between $2.5 and $2.4; however, the more luxury
material features you add, the more the price will in-
crease.

During COVID and the following year or so, custom
home builders, like every construction-based company,
felt the sting of slow production, par-
tially staffed factories, and shipping
issues. Supply-chain problems created
a sticky mire in the building industry
that drove up the price of building ma-
terials and often resulted in extended
back-orders. There was also the issue of
companies not being fully staffed. The
result? A custom project that was far
more expensive than it might have been
five years ago and took nearly twice as
long to build.

However, we can all breathe a small sigh of relief.

When asked if he’d seen the custom home market
stabilize and relax a little now that we’re four years post-
COVID, Nathan Delpino, found and builder at Delpino
Custom Homes, answered a resounding “Yes!”

“We are able to get materials quicker, and more op-
tions are available,” Delpino added. “The suppliers
and sub-contractors are also not as time and capacity
stressed.”

However, the stabilizing market is proving to be some-
what of a double-edged sword. Delpino explained that
though the industry is not seeing the same level of sup-
ply-chain issues it was during the pandemic, “the price
point for materials is still seeing increases, and there are
almost too many options to choose from. It can feel like
a full-time job with the number of details and decisions
to sort through.”

“Adjusting to this new norm has been a challenge for

Delpino
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COURTESY OF DELPINO CUSTOM HOMES

The hidden room in the office of 217 Captains Is-
land is perfectly concealed behind a bookcase.

us and our clients,” says Richard Jackson, owner and
president of Jackson Built Homes. “Our suppliers and
trades are still experiencing a shortage of good skilled
workers.

Like everything else, it’s no surprise that prices for
building materials have increased and are likely to stay
that way. For buyers designing on a budget, talking with
your home designer and builder can open up opportu-
nities to find cost-effective materials that won’t drain
your wallet.

For homeowners who find themselves overwhelmed
by the sheer number of material options available to
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PROVIDED
217 Captains Island features stunning floating
stairs.

COURTESY OF MARGARET WRIGHT

217 Captains Island kitchen

them, an interior designer is an invalu-
able tool. They can utilize their exper-
tise to help steer you in the right direc-
tion based on preference and taste.

“I cannot stress enough the impor-
tance of assembling the architect,
landscape architect, building team
and designer prior to drawing the first
line,” adds Jackson. “The money spent
on these experts to help guide you
through your home design is invalu-
able. A collaborative team approach will streamline the
process and reduce building costs while adding value.
Because builders are knowledgeable about current
building products, pricing, and availability, selecting a
building team to work with you in the planning stages
ensures your final design can be built within your bud-
get and with minimal changes along the way. By col-
laborating and forming your team early in the process,
you are all working together toward a common goal of
fulfilling your vision.”

If you can overcome the higher prices and multitude
of design choices, Delpino agrees that there are tremen-
dous pros to purchasing a custom-built home.

“You can build your dream home to how you want to
live, what functions best for you and your family and
your desired aesthetic.” He’s seen people bring their
dream homes to life, and that in itself is a rewarding
experience.

Jackson
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One-of-a-kind details

217 Captains Island has a hidden secret
designed especially for the homeowner.
Like something out of a mystery novel or
fantasy story, the home office features a
secret room that can be revealed by acti-
vating a faux book lever.

Other features in this beautiful “Cap-
tain’s Hideaway” include a light and airy
coastal aesthetic, an alfresco kitchen, a
private pool, floating stairs with accent
lights, tambour paneled walls, and built-
in shelves. Natural light pours through
the many windows throughout the

home, and every last detail speaks of high

quality and is chosen with care. It’s truly
a luxurious coastal home designed with
comfort and tranquility in mind.

214 Fells Point features one of Delpino’s
favorite custom design features.

“214 Fells Point features this hanging
trellis over the kitchen island at our Fell
Point home. It required custom heavy-
duty steel beams, electrical wiring and
custom woodwork. The kitchen ceiling
was vaulted, and we needed a way to
bring the cloche pendants down over the
kitchen island and make the space feel
more defined from the rest of the great
room,” explains Delpino.

If that wasn’t enough, this unique home
features stunning materials. Homeown-
ers have plenty of outdoor living spaces,
including an outdoor fireplace, cooking
area, and private pool. The walk-in closet
will make any shopping enthusiast swoon.
The home even supports a bedroom de-
signed with children in mind, complete
with a built-in bunk bed, rock climbing
wall and rope swing!

1229 Water View offers coastal living at
it’s finest. Large windows afford a stun-
ning view and plenty of natural light. The
kitchen is something straight from an as-
piring chef’s dreams. There is also plenty
of outdoor living space, including a pri-
vate pool, and built-in storage space to suit
the homeowner’s needs and desires.

If a beach cottage is your dream home,
look no further. 5737 Kiawah River offers
charming coastal living with functional-
ity. The wraparound porch gives home-
owners space to sit outside and enjoy the
natural beauty surrounding the home.
Other features in this home include plenty
of windows to bring in natural light, a spa-
cious and open floor plan and a gorgeous
fireplace in the living room.

Most of Delpino’s custom home projects
are in Kiawah and Daniel Island, as there
is still quite a bit of empty land in those
areas. While every one of their custom
home projects is unique, Delpino says that
common features among their clients’
lists include outdoor living and kitchen
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PROVIDED BY JACKSON BUILT HOMES

The living room at 5753 Kiawah River
perfectly exemplifies the spacious
floor plan.

space, large windows to soak up the views,
and built-in bunk beds for grandchildren
when they come to visit.

“Daniel Island continues to be strong
but in the final phases. We are now seeing
a surge in renovations of older homes on
the island as land becomes less available,
higher lot costs and more expensive cost
to build,” says Jackson. “The new Beach
Company development, Kiawah River, has
steadily increased in sales and popularity
since we started building the first homes
in the community in 2019. With the open-
ing of the new Auberge hotel, The Dunlin,
this summer and the Southern Living
Idea, it will, without question, continue
to grow in popularity. We are excited to
break ground soon on two custom-spec
homes. As always, Old Village and IOP/
Sullivans will continue to be in demand
despite rising prices.”

He agrees that outdoor living space,
especially pools, is highly requested by his
tirm’s clients. Home gyms, wine rooms
and his-and-hers offices are also popular
features desired by homeowners.
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5753 Kiawah River





