FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2019 - JUNE 30, 2020

COMMUNITY IMPACT REPORT

Serving, supporting, and meeting the unique needs of
young adult cancer fighters and their families around
the Lowcountry since 2017.
WWW.BOONPROJECT.ORG 843-754-1879

From the Founder & Executive Director:
This fiscal year brought The Boon Project some of our lowest lows
and highest highs. During this period, COVID-19 also challenged us
to continue meeting the ever changing needs of young adults
fighting and surviving cancer, even during a pandemic.

Thank you
Sponsors!
Ally:
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Our lowest point was last fall when we mourned the loss of three of
our beloved Courage Club members in close succession. The loss of
these young adult cancer fighters was tough and we continue to
miss their smiles, personalities, and impact every day. They were
difference makers and they all left behind spouses and children that
The Boon Project helped through their loss and continue to support
in many ways today. As the Courage Club likes to say “Once a
Boonie, Always a Boonie.”
Our Annual Boon Gala in March provided a high point as our
sponsors, supporters, survivors and many others rose in a lengthy
standing ovation after Courage Club member Spencer Nieto
honestly and emotionally shared the story of his diagnosis and fight
with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma at the age of 22, and how The Boon
Project served him as well as his family. Seeing the impact of The
Boon Project as told through his words was truly unforgettable, and
I am always in awe of the young adult cancer fighters who bravely
share their stories.
Then came COVID-19. The virus challenged us to continue meeting
the changing needs of those we serve and, as always, The Boon
Project rose to the occasion. Courage Club and Fitness Force quickly
and efficiently went virtual and included zoom trivia nights, virtual
cooking classes and exercise classes. These programs help combat
loneliness, isolation, and many other side effects that come with not
only a cancer diagnosis, but the pandemic as well. Financial
Assistance requests almost doubled and we were able to continue
to meet every single request, which was truly due to our invaluable
community of sponsors, donors, supporters and volunteers who are
Boons to young adults fighting cancer!
The Boon Project’s motto is “Community is Healing”
and we can’t wait to see what our community accomplishes in
2021! Thank you, again, for your support this year and always!
Sincerely,

Katherine Brown
Founder and Executive Director
The Boon Project for Young Adults Fighting Cancer

THE BOON PROJECT FOR YOUNG ADULTS FIGHTING CANCER

YEAR IN REVIEW: PROGRAMS
COURAGE CLUB is a free private online support
group and monthly meet-up group for young adult
cancer fighters and survivors around Charleston. The aim
of The Boon Project’s Courage Club is to address the
social isolation and loneliness that comes with being
diagnosed in the prime of life. Many events also include
spouses, children, and friends as well. The Boon Project
also offers a Metathriver subgroup of Courage Club for
young adults who have a Stage 4 or chronic cancer
diagnosis. The Metathriver group meets quarterly in
addition to the monthly Courage Club events.

Founded in 2017: 4 members
Currently in 2020: 110+ members
Courage Club Pre-COVID-19:
- Happy hours (Wikki Wikki Sandbar & Frothy Beard)
- Day with the animals at Pet Helpers, Inc.
- Metathriver brunch at Tavern & Table
- Escape rooms at Time Traveler Escape Games
- Boon Project family picture day
- Family game night at Charleston Stingrays
- Metathriver lunch at Ms. Rose’s
Photo from Courage Club at
- Annual Boon Project family holiday party
Stingrays “Hockey Fights Cancer Night”
- Bowling night at Stars and Strikes in Summerville
- Annual Boon Gala
Courage Club During COVID-19:
- Virtual cooking class with Drizzled Pear
- Multiple virtual happy hours
- Virtual shopping experience with Subtle & Sass
- Weekly survivor lead Zoom Bible study
- Weekly Zoom trivia nights
Courage Club members & Board members
- Metathriver gatherings via Zoom
at Time Traveler Escape Games
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COURAGE CLUB EVENT HIGHLIGHT
Other than the Annual Boon Gala, The Boon Project family picture day in October
2019 was the greatest collaboration of the year and personified our belief that
“Community is Healing.” Fourteen of our Courage Club members and their families
gathered on the Wadmalaw Sound as guests of Rea Landscape Management and
enjoyed a delicious dinner provided by Virginia’s on King.
With professional makeup provided by Pink Dot Beauty Bar and amazing
photography sessions donated by very talented local photographers- Amy Stevens
Photography, Catherine Rea Photography, Taylor Steele, Allison Carter (LAC
Photography) and videographer John Steele our Courage Club families had an
evening to remember and made wonderful memories. Thank you to all those who
gave their time and talents to make this day truly special for those we serve.

Photo Credit:
Allison Carter, LAC Photography
Courage Club Members Photo Credit: Amy Stevens Photography

Pink Dot Beauty Bar
Photo Credit: Catherine Rea Photography

Photo Credit:
Taylor Steele
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PROGRAMS CONTINUED
FITNESS FORCE is a no-cost fitness program through The Boon Project to help
cancer fighters and survivors of all ages meet and maintain their fitness goals from
diagnosis through survivorship years. The Fitness Force program includes free
access to workouts, nutrition sessions, and accountability partners. Fitness Force
survivor participants can also apply for a scholarship to help eliminate financial
barriers to achieve their fitness goals.

Founded 2019
2020 current members: 75

Fitness Force
members at
MethodRide

Fitness Force Pre-COVID-19:
- Group spin class at MethodRide in Mount Pleasant
- Group runs and walks
- Sponsoring and supporting 5k training program for area cancer survivors
- Week of nutrition classes with Fueled and Fit Wellness
- Yoga class at Community Yoga
- Multiple workouts with Fit Body Boot Camp Mount Pleasant

Fitness Force
“sweaty selfies”

Fitness Force
members at
Community
Yoga

Fitness Force During COVID-19:
- Virtual ballet barre workout
- Virtual body weight workouts
- Countless sweaty selfies, encouraging words, virtual fitness
challenges, and accountability partners in the 75 member
strong Fitness Force Facebook group
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PROGRAMS CONTINUED
PATIENT SUPPORT includes Boon Bags which are care packages distributed
to oncology offices around Charleston for young adults that are newly diagnosed.
These bags are often requested by friends and family members of newly diagnosed
young adults as well. Boon Bags are packed with cancer fighting resources, tips on
questions to ask, organizational tools, and lists of other helpful organizations.

Over 110 Boon Bags have been given out around Charleston.

PATIENT SUPPORT also includes Financial Assistance Grants which are
available through The Boon Project to help ease the financial burden for young
adults who face cancer and their families. The number of requests for these grants
almost doubled in this fiscal year and The Boon Project was able to continue to
honor every request, at the increased level of $500, thanks to its incredible
community of support.
2017-2018:
1 grant at $200
Total:
$200

$4,500

Dollar
amount
given in
Financial
Assistance
Grants

$3,500

2018-2019:
$1,500

5 grants at $200
1 grant at $300
Total:
$1,300

$500

2019-2020:

$2,500

2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020
Fiscal Year July to June

Thank you for purchasing a Boon Project mask during our
mask sale. For each mask purchased, a mask was donated
to a young adult facing cancer.

1 grant at $300
9 grants at $500
Total:
$4,800
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS
(FISCAL YEAR JULY 2019-JUNE 2020)
INCOME SOURCES:

Annual Fundraising Gala:
Cash & Check:
Facebook Giving:
Website Giving:
Sponsorships:
Misc. (Mask/T-shirt sales)
Amazon Smile:

42.6%
24.0%
12.4%
11.1%
7.8%
1.9%
0.2%

Thank you Rob Fowler, WCBD News 2, and
Glasspro for featuring The Boon Project on
3 Degree Guarantee for August 2019.

Thank you to our SUPPORTERS, DONORS, and SPONSORS! We could not
provide the program offerings without you!

PROGRAM FUNDING BREAKDOWN

Courage Club 40%
Fitness Force 29%
Patient Support 31%

The Boon Project’s goal is to combat
the many socioeconomic side effects
that come with a young adult cancer
diagnosis. Courage Club addresses
loneliness and isolation, Fitness
Force assists with physical and
mental health, and Patient Support
assists administratively and
financially.
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“COMMUNITY IS HEALING”

THE BOON PROJECT FOR YOUNG ADULTS FIGHTING CANCER

EVENT HIGHLIGHT: BOON GALA 2020
Pre-COVID19 our biggest fundraiser and celebration of the
year was the 3rd Annual Boon Gala in early March. This year,
the theme was “Heroes and Heroines” and the event
featured a large silent and live auction, lively games, fun
contests, and a moving speech by local young adult cancer
survivor and Courage Club member Spencer Nieto. Spencer,
now 25, spoke on his battle with Hodgkin's Lymphoma at
the age of 22 and how The Boon Project impacted him and
his family. His speech brought the whole audience to their
feet in an astounding standing ovation.

Spencer Nieto bravely sharing
his young adult cancer story.

During the evening two Courage Club members were also
honored. Tori Dingler, 22, was surprised with the annual Boon
Project “Fight and Take Flight Award” which recognized her for
her optimism and personal accomplishments after battling
Stage IV cancer. Jessica Boesmiller, 40, was also surprised with
the annual Boon Project “Courage Award” for her bravery,
tenacity, and uplifting attitude as a mother of four while
currently battling Stage IV cancer.

2020 Boon Project honorees
Jessica Boesmiller (L) and
Tori Dingler (R).

Courage Club group photo Boon Gala 2020

Boon Project founder Katherine
Brown (L), WCBD News 2’s Rob
Fowler, and young adult cancer
survivor and Katherine’s twin,
Susan Cram-Smith (R).

We are very thankful for the many survivors, sponsors,
donors, bidders, businesses, artisans, volunteers, attendees
and event support personnel who made this night such a
success. The Boon Project truly could not provide the
services, support and financial assistance to the cancer
fighters we serve without your support. As we say,
“Community is Healing” and you are all BOONS to young
adults fighting cancer!

Thank you Board Members
and Program Leaders!
Board of Directors:
Katherine Brown
Founder and Executive Director
Brenda Bianchi
President
Catherine Rea
Vice President
Melissa Legare Brown*
Secretary
Carson Davis
Treasurer
Joelle Cardwell
Marketing
Blair Grass
Young Adult Cancer Guide
Susan Cram-Smith
Survivor Representative
Hannah Neimy
Survivor Representative

Looking to the future we recently launched The
Boon Project Community Ambassador Program.
This awareness and fundraising program aims to
expand knowledge about young adult cancer around
Charleston and why The Boon Project is so integral
to those who face it.
Our Community Ambassadors range in age from 17
to 40 which represents the young adult cancer
fighters we serve. Some of our Community
Ambassadors are even survivors themselves!
Read more about our amazing initial class and
donate to their efforts on our website:
www.boonproject.org/boon-ambassadors
Thank you again for your support this year!

Program Leaders:
Bethany Thomas
Fitness Force
Meredith Hughes
Fitness Force & Boon Community
Ambassador Program
*Melissa Legare Brown served The Boon
Project for many years both as a volunteer
and as a member of the Board. She
unexpectedly passed away close to
publication of this report and we are
currently putting plans in place to honor
her and her passion for helping young
adults facing cancer around Charleston.

The Boon Project for Young Adults Fighting Cancer
149 Fall Creek Blvd. Summerville, SC 29483
(843) 754-1879 www.boonproject.org
GET INVOLVED:
YOUNG ADULT CANCER SURVIVOR: Email Katherine Brown
(katherine@boonproject.org) or send a message though The
Boon Project Facebook page so we can serve you.
DONATE: www.boonproject.org or through the Facebook page.
SPONSOR: Sponsorship drive will begin November 2020.
VOLUNTEER: Email katherine@boonproject.org or send a
message through the Facebook page.
FOLLOW US: Find us on Instagram (@boonprojectyac) and
Facebook (The Boon Project for Young Adults Fighting Cancer).

